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INTRODUCTION 


One thing of which the Mormon Church is very proud is the testimony of the three 
witnesses to the Book of Mormon. This testimony is printed in the forepart of the 
Book of Mormon as follows: 


THE TESTIMONY OF THREE WITNESSES 


Be It KNown unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people, unto 
whom this work shall come: That we, through the grace of God the 
Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, have seen the plates which contain 
this record, which is a record of the people of Nephi, and also df the 
Lamanites, their brethren, and also of the pegple of Jared, who came from 
the tower of which hath been spoken. And we also know that they have 
been translated by the gift and power of God, for his voice hath declared 
it unto us; wherefore we know of a surety that the work is true. And we 
also testify that we have seen the engravings which are upon the plates; 
and they have been shown unto us by the power of God, and not of man. 
And we declare with words of soberness, that an angel of God came down 
from heaven, and he brought and laid before our eyes, that we beheld and 
saw the plates, and the engravings thereon; and we know that it is by the 
grace of God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, that we beheld and 
bear record that these things are true. And it is marvelous in our eyes. 
Nevertheless, the voice of the Lord commanded us that we should bear 
record of it; wherefore, to be obedient unto the commandments of God, 
we bear testimony of these things. And we know that if we are faithful 
in Christ, we shall rid our garments of the blood of all men, and be found 
spotless before the judgment-seat of Christ, and shall dwell with him eter- 
nally in the heavens. And the honor be to the Father, and to the Son, and 


to the Holy Ghost, which is one God. Amen. 
OLIVER CoWDERY 


DaviD WHITMER 
MARTIN HABRBIS 


~~ 


While the Mormon Church is very proud of this testimony and publishes it to the 
world, there are other statements made by the three witnesses which the Mormon 
Church is reluctent to make public. One thing they are not too proud of is Oliver 
Cowdery's publication, A Defense In A Rehearsal of My Grounds For Separating My- 
self From The Latter Day Saints, published in 1839, 

When we wrote to the L. D.S. Church Historian's Office requesting a copy of this 
pamphlet we were answered as follows: 


"Tam sorry but Iam not ina position to furnish you with copies 
of any material from our office. The two dollars which you en- 
closed with your letter of April 22 is herewith returned, '' 
(Letter from Earl E. Olson, L.D.S. Church Librarian, April 24, 
1961. ) 


Anyone who has visited the L, D.S, Church Historian's Office knows that they 
have the facilities to make these things available. They do make photocopies of 
many of their books (we have obtained copies from books by Joseph Fielding Smith 
and Hugh Nibley), but when they are asked to make photocopies of a publication such 
as Oliver Cowdery's ''Defense'' they are quite reluctant. 

Perhaps one of the reasons that they do not want this reproduced is that Oliver 
Cowdery states that the Redeemer himself appeared to him in an open vision and told 
him to withdraw from the Mormon Church, Oliver Cowdery states that the Savior 
told him that Joseph Smith was leading the Mormons astray. 
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B.H. Roberts, the famous Mormon Chureh Historian, accepted Oliver Cowdery's 
Defence in a Rehearsal of My Grounds for Separating Myself from the Latter Day 
Saints as an authentic publication. In the Comprehensive History of the Church B,H, 
Roberts makes this statement concerning the revelation to go to Canada to sell the 
copyright to the Book of Mormon: 


"Oliver Cowdery also alludes to this circumstance but in a casual and 
indefinite way (See Cowdery's Defense in a Rehearsal of My Grounds 
for Separating Myself from the Latter-day Saints, published at Norton, 
Ohio 1839. Republished in Anti-Mormon Tract, No. 9, by R.B. Neal, 
Grayson, Ky., 1906)... " 


(A Comprehensive History of the Church, by B,H. Roberts, Vol. 1, 
page 163, footnote 11) 


In this pamphlet we are reproducing Oliver Cowdery's Defense from photocopies 
furnished by the Yale University Library. Ina letter dated Nov. 15, 1960, an em- 
ployee of the Yale University stated that they had ''a copy of the original". Wesley 
P. Walters (an authority on early Mormon documents) stated that he examined the 
copy and that he believed it to be the 1906 reprint. After examining other photocopies 
of the 1906 reprint we are inclined to agree with Mr. Walters. This should make no 
difference, however, since B,H, Roberts (the Mormon Historian) refers to both the 
1839 printing and the 1906 reprint. 

Also included in this pamphlet is a reproduction of David Whitmer's An Address 
to Believers in the Book of Mormon. In this pamphlet David Whitmer states that 
Oliver Cowdery died rejecting the Doctrine and Covenants which many Mormons be- 
lieve is more important than the Book of Mormon. The Doctrine and Covenants con- 
tains the revelations of Joseph Smith. If Oliver Cowdery died rejecting these revel- 
ations, as David Whitmer states, then he must have died believing that Joseph Smith 
was a fallen Prophet. 

Also included is a reproduction of an interview Martin Harris gave to the Tiffany 
Magazine in 1859. This is taken from photocopies made by the New York Public Li- 
brary. Martin Harris refers to money digging and Joseph Smith's use of the Seer 
stone. 

Also included is a reproduction of David Whitmer's An Address to all Believers 
in Christ. We are reproducing this from an original copy which is in our possession, 
William E. Berrett calls this '...a remarkable pamphlet...'' (The Restored Church, 
page 77, 1956) 

David Whitmer makes this statement on page 27: 


"If you believe my testimony to the Book of Mormon; if you believe 
that God spake to us three witnesses by his own voice, then I tell 

you that in June, 1838, God spake to me again by his own voice from 
the heavens, and told me to 'separate myself from among the Latter 
Day Saints, for as they sought to do unto me, so should it be done un- 
to them, * "' 


This pamphlet is also very interesting because David Whitmer tells of the changes 
that were made in Joseph Smith's revelations. 
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THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS 


» Orrice oF THe CHURCH HISTORIAN 
47 €. Goutn Tempce Sraccr 


Sart Lags Crry1i!, UTAH 


April 24, 1961 


Mr. Jerald Tanner 

319 North 5th West 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

Dear Mr. Tanner: 

I am sorry but I am not in a position to furnish you with copies 
of any material from our office. The two dollars which you 
enclosed with your letter of April 22 is herewith returned. 
Very truly yours, 


Eat 2, bao 


Earl E. Olson 
Librarian 
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AN ADDRESS TO ALL BELIEVERS 


IM... HE 


BOOK OF MORMON 


Bx 


DAVID WHITMER 


AN ADDRESS 


To Believers in the Book of NViormor. 


BY DAVID WILITMER 


DEAK BreTHREN: 

\—’ I have concluded not to request the Satnts’ Heraid to publish my 
epistle, as I will not enter into a newspaper controversy. Believing that all the 
brethren who are rid of prejudice, and desire the truth only as Christ has given it to 
us in the two sacred books, will write for my pamphlet, which will be sent to them 
free of charge. 1 thank the //erald for publishing the ictters of Bro. John C. Whit- 
mer and myself. I desire to say a few words concerning some points wherein I have- 
been misunderstood in my letter in the Sasnts’ Herald of February 5, 1887. I thought 
I had written very plaiply; Dut I see some of my meanings have been misconstryed. I 
‘think it best to anewer-these. things in this circular, outside of the pamphlet, for sev- 
eral reasons. I make no replics to any individual in the pamphict, but begin at the 
first and make a plain, simple statement of the truth. In reply to the editorial. 
‘* Weighed in the Balance,” recently printed in the Saints’ Herald, I make the following 
brief statements, not to strive for the mastery, but for the sake of the honest in heart, 
so that they can sce and understand the truth : 

You say: ‘‘ Now, if David Whitmer’s statements are to be taken, then the pasimany 
of Oliver Cowdery (and John Whitmer) must be set aside ; and tf st was falee tn one 
regard, does it not throw suspicion upon what he may have stated in others, the Book of 
Mormon tneluded?” I will not say what I think of your construction upon my state- 
ments in this regard. I will now make this subjeet so plain that you cannot help but 
understand me, if you did not before. I did not say that Oliver Cowdery and John 
Whitmer had not endorsed the Doctrine and Covenants in 1886. They did endorse it 
in 1836; I stated that they ‘‘ came out of their érrors (discarded the Doctrine and Cov- 
enants), repented of them, and died believing as I do to-day,” and I have the proof to 
verify my statement. If any one chooges to doubt my word, let them come to my 
home in Richmond and be satisfied. In the winter of 1848, after Oliver Cowdery had 
been baptized at Council Bluffs, he came back to Richmond to live, and lived here 
until his death, March 8, 1850. John Whitmer, when he left the Latter Day Saints 
in 1838, owned some land at Far West, Mo. (adjoining this county), and lived upon it 
from 1889 until his death at Far West, July 11, 1878. He came to Richmond very 
often. Now, in 1849 the Lord saw fit to manifest unto John Whitmer, Oliver Cowdery 
and myself nearly all the remaining errors in doctrine into which we had been led by 
the heads of-the 6ld church. We were shown that the Book of Doctrfne and Coven- 
ants contained many doctrines of error, and that it must be laid aside; also that when 
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God’s own due time came for building up the waste places of Zion, that the Church 
of Christ must be established upon the. teachings of Christ in the two sacred books. 
Now I hope you understand me on this point. There is no disagreement between my 
testimony and the testimony of these brethren. They were led out of their errors, 
and are upon record to this effect, rejecting the Book of Doctrine and Covenants. 
John Whitmer was clerk of the Church of Christ, built upon the Book of Mormon and 
Bible alone. I made this matter sufficiently plain in my former letter, and I cannot 
exactly see how you have put the construction upon my statements that you have.. 
The next point where you have misunderstood my meaning fs this: .I did not say 
and did not mean that ‘‘ all others who may have held the authority during the estab- 
lishing of the church at its organtzation, and prior to his (my) being so called out had 
forfeited their authority, and he (1) alone retained st.’”” You. misunderstand me alto- 


gether. I said ‘‘ J was called out to hold the authority” — the authority that God gave 


to me. . Others had the authority. I wag not judging as to whose authority was good 
or whose authority was not good. I am not judging as to the authority of any man 
now in the Church of Latter. Day Saints, as I have told you in years past, you doubt- 
less have authority to act in your church. But the Lord has made it known to me 
that the CourcH oF Carist is another church, and that no man has authority to 
officiate in the ordinances thereof, without coming into it according to the gospel of 
Christ. You say, ‘‘ He (I) then and there laid down and voluntarily surrendered his 
(my) authority by so withdrawing.” -- If. this be the case, then the three Nephites 
lost their authority by withdrawing ae the church which had gone into error and 
blindness. Likewise Nephi, whom God commanded to withdraw from his brethren 
because of their wickedness. But we see their authority was still good, although they 
were commanded to come out and be separated from among their brethren who werc 
in transgressionr~“TI withdrew from ‘‘THE Cnurcu or Larrek Day Saints ;” 
I have been worshiping God in the Cnurcu or Curist ever since. I objected when 
they changed the name of the church, and always did hold to the name which Christ 
gave us it: -1820— Tur Caurcn ot CHRist. 

The next matter I desire to notice is this: The reason why I quoted from that 
letter, written by the heads of the church while in Liberty Jail, was to show that the 
heads of the church had gone into error; if the heads of the church had not gonc 
into érror I weuld not have been called out from among them, but would have been 
commanded to continue to work with them. This is the reason why I quoted from 
that letter, and the reason why I mentioned that matter at all. It was necessary. 

I did not say that the whole church had gone deep into error and blindness; I said 
many of them—the majority —and it so proved, because, in a few years afterwards, 

e great majority of them went from Nauvoo to Salt Lake, believing in the doctrine 
of polygamy. Only a very few of those in Nauvoo rejected the doctrine of polygamy. 

You say that I, ‘‘tn order to makean argument, assume what ts not claimed for - 
section 17 in the Doctrine and Covenants by the book tteelf, that tt 1s a revelation in ite en- 
tirety..” I said it was a revclation—that it is in the Book of Commandments 
as a revelation; and that paragraphs 16 and 17 are added to it in the Doctrine and 
Covenants. I repeat that it isa revelation, and “will prove it to you. You did not 
quote all the heading over this revelation as it is in the Book of Commandments; and 


fee book must be the same for there was only one edition printed. I will quote it 


all; ‘‘The Articles and Covenants of the Ohurch of Christ, given in Fayette, Now 

York, June, 1830.” 80 you see it is a revelation, given in Fayette, N. Y., June 1880. 

I was preseng when Brother Joseph gave this revelation : and T know that paragraphs 

16 and 17 were added to it, after the High Priests were introduced, to give their 
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duties and the duties of other officers, that the church never knew or thought of 
until almost two years after its beginning. What difference does it make whether the 
Ductrine and Covenants claim it as a revelation. in its entirety or not? It is a revela- 
tion ; and those two paragraphs have been added, having been thrust into the middle 
part of it, Then why should the Herald accuse me of assuming ao and #0 ‘‘én order 
to make an argument” ? 

I was present when Brother Joseph gave nearly every revelation that is in the Book 
of Commandments, besides many other revelations that were never printed, and I 
knew everything that was in them, and when I tell you that I know they were changed 
and added to, I know what I am saying. One of the most important changes is in the 
very revelation that was given to myself agd Brother Oliver, to search out the Twelve. 
This is the one about relying ypon the Book of Morman alone in building up the 
Church. Many, many times have I read and studied it, and I tell you I know that 
those seven-words were added to it, reversing the meaning entirely..T was present _ 
when your father gave this revelation. What Oliver Cowdery, F: G. Williams, and 
W. W. Phelps have written in the Messenger. and Adovcate, and other publications, 
does not conflict with my testimony that these revelations were changed. They admit 
in their quotations which you have published, that the revelations have been added to; 
that a few items have been added from other revelations, etc. But you have made it 
. appear as if they have testified that no ‘Changes were made. 

The errors that these men refer to are ‘‘ typographical and other errors.’ Now 
do you suppose that the type-setters in the printing office made the error, and added 
to that revelation concerning Brother Joseph's gift, adding twenty-two words to one 
paragraph, leaving room for Brotlier Joseph to take upon himself the gift of seer to the 
church when God commanded him to pretend to no other gift, for He would grant 
him no other gift, exceptto translate the Book of Mormon? And do_you suppose 
those other changes are typographical errors? Of course you must know that the 
important changes and additions to these revelations did not happen by any errors or 
mistakes — typographical, transcribing manuscript, or any other kind of mistakes. 
How can vou ne.» cu. “ce and understand that thcse revelations were wilfully 
changed and added to? You have the Book of Commandments before you. There 
is only one hundred and sixty pages in it. You have it all. -You mus. rememher 
that the Herald of December 25, 1886 has already admitted that these revelations 
were changed, claiming that—‘‘ God had the same right to authorize his appointed Seer 
to add to any of the revelations certain words and facts, that he has w give him any 
revelations at a.” Now, I think it would have been better for you not to have made 
any reply whatever upon the subject of the revelations being changed. Those who 
are spiritually blinded enough to believe that God-authorized those changes spoken of 

_ in my letter, may have the right to believe that God works in that manner, but I will 
not believe it, and thousands of others will never believe it. When Gog gave his 
word, saying he would grant Brother Joseph no other gift but to translate the Book, 
he meant what be said. Brother Joseph giving the revelations of 1829 through the 
same stone through which the Book was translated, was the same gift. He then gave 
up the stone forever, and told me and the rest of us that he was thrdugh what the Lord 
had given him the gift to do. Inthe pamphlet Texplain how it was that Brother Joseph 
afterwards took upon himerlf the great gift of leader of .thechurch, and a Seer, without 
the seer stone. The Lord had reference in this matter to a great gift, and not the or- 
dinary gifts of the Spirit. The Lord aleo meant what he said in those other revela- 
tions which were by maa. . 

Since writing article, I see in the Sasat’s Herald of March 12th, 1887, that you 
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now claim only one reason for these changes and additions to the revelations ; and that 
is, that they happened hy mistake in transcribing manuscript, or copying. Are you 
sure you realize what you are claming? Is it possible that any one can believe that 
those changes could have happened by a mistake in copying before the Book of Com- 
mandments was printed? In the revelation to rely upon the Book of Mormon in 
building up the church, there are seven. words added in one paragraph which changes 
the original meaning entirely ; In the one concerning Brother Joseph's gift, twenty- 
two words are added in one paragraph, which reverse the original meaning entirely. 
In the one which gives the duties of High Priests; etc., eighty-seven words are added. 
In other revelations there are also wards added, all of which shows too plainly on the 
face of it, that these changes were wilfully made to cover up ‘errors into which they 
had drifted. I made it plain in my letter that God would not work in that manner, 
‘authorizing any one to add words or facts to revelations, changing and reversing the 
iaigina] mesatege so you have shodoned tbat Wea yaxd now you have reserted to 
the idea and claim that they happened by mistseke before the Book of Command. 
menta was printed. I am sorry that there are any alaung you who arc so blinded and 
prejuaiced, in their attempts to cover up the error of those who have introduced doc- 
trines which are not in the written word, that they will believe these changes happened 
by a mistake in copying, before the Book of Commandments was printed. Those who 
make this claim, have to believe as follows: that those seven words, those twenty-two 
words, and those eighty-seven words were in the revelations when God first gave 
them, and were accidentally overlooked and left out by those brethren who copied 
off the revelations to have the Book of Commandments printed-from. Do you not 
know that this would have been utterly impossible? Brethren, it is ridiculous for any 
one to attempt such a claim as this, g8-atl excuse for the important changes and 
additions to these revelations. The facts are too plain. I will add no more. I have 


thus spoken plainly, but in the spirit of meekness, so that all the honest in heart may - 


understand and be led out of error, into the truth as it is in Christ. 

The word ‘‘i¢” in my quotation in the Herald means the same as the word ‘them ”; 
it refers to the Book of Mormon; the word ‘‘ them” was used to refer to the nigtee 
being the same thing. 

* [stated in my letter that I was in Hiram, Ohio, when Brother Joseph and those 
brethren arranged the revelations for the Book of Commandments. I want to say 
again that I was there, and I am an eye witness to what I have formerly stated. 
When you read the pamphlet, you will know more concerning this matter, and I 
- think you will be satisfied on this point. You say I make a nuinber of mistakes 
here, for the history of ‘the church, written in September, 1844, says that W. W. 
“Phelpg, Oliver Cowdery and John Whitmer were the persons who arranged these revels- 
_ thone. I say positively that I remember these things as if it was yesterday, and know 
positively that W. W. Phelps was then ia Independence, attending to the printing 
<ffice, and so wes Oliver Cowdery. My Brother John was then in Hiram, Ohio, but 
he was not one of the commiittce who arranged those revelations. Brother Josepli 
had Brother John to wait there for some time, until he (Joseph), Sydney Rigdon, Orson 
Hyde end others got those revelations ready to send ‘to Independence to be printed. 
They had Brother Joha take them on horseback to Independence. In thy pemphlet 
I tell you of eomething that occurred in Hiram, Ohio, at that time, when I told Brother 
Joseph and Sydacy Rigdon that those revelations should never be printed in a book; 
thet tt wes against the will of the Lord to do ft. When you read it, you will be satis- 
fied.’ The ‘‘church history,” as fou call it—an article written to the church papers 
in Nauvoo, in September, 1644, a few years before nearly aJl thosc in Nguvoo went to 
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Salt Lake— is not correct. Do you not know that many, many errors in facts and 
dates are in articles written to the old church papers? I know it. 

* Now, I want to tell you where you have made another mistake, and the records 
which I have, and several men whom I know now living who are eye-witnesses to the 
fact, as well as myself, being an eye-witness, will bear me out in this. You say the 
Bock of Commandments was never printed complete. I say it was printed complete 
(und copyrighted). [t was printed complete, and many copies distributed among the 
members of the church, before the printing press owned by the church was destroyed. 
Brother Joseph and the brethren received it at first as being printed correctlv; but 
they soon decided to print the Doctrine and Covenants. 1] have a copy of it which 
was printed complete. Brother Jacob Whitmer gave his copy to Rrother John C. 
Whitmer. his san, who now has it, and upon the title page of which is this in large 
letters: 3 A BOOK OF COMMAN eae FOR THE a eee oF pe 


OF APRIL, 1880. ZION. PCBLIBHED’ BY W. W. PHELPS & CO., 
These books were finished complete, and bound in paper covers. I tell you = was ae 


Jackson County at the time, and know what I am saying. I am an eye-witness to 
there facts, and there are other witnesses yet living. I received ry Kook of Command’ 
| ments, complete, befor; the press was destroyed by the mob, as aid many other brethren. 


The main reason why the press was destroyed was because this book was printed and got 
into the hands of the world. The people saw in the revelations that they were in- 
‘truders upon the land of Zion, as I wiN show in the pamphlet. 

It displeased the Lord when they printed those revelations in a book. I will 
prove this later on to your entire satisfaction from what is in the revelations them- 
selves. I objected from the first to having those revelations printed. 

Again you misconstrue my meaning in this. I did not say‘ or mean that the 
Satnts’ Herald was striving to defend the church as it is to-day in Utah. I said that 
the people—the church— which the Herald was striving to defend, was the people 
who afterward went to Salt Lake ; that these were the people who had gone deep 
into error and blindness in 1838 ; that you were striving to defend the actions of these 
people who, in 1888, pretended to cut me off from the church. Is this not true? Again, 
I did not say that the Reorganization was organized by new converts. I said it was 
““buslt up principally of members—not of the old church, but new converts.” Of course 
I understand it was organized by those of the old church, who rejected the doctrine 
of polygamy.. You misconstrue my meaning also, when you say [ ask people to put 
their trust in me.. I did not say this; or imply it, as all my writing is against the sin 
of putting tpast in an arm of fiesh—in any man. [ere are my words: ‘‘ May God 
‘help you to look to Him, and not to any man (myself included) for the truth as tt isin 
Christ. Rely upon the teachings of Christ in the New Testament Gnd Book of Mormon, — 
which come forth to us to settle all disputations about doctrine, then you can not be led 

j tato error by any man.” Is this ask{ig*people to put their trust in me? I refer them 
to God, in humble prayer, aiid to the two sacred books of God, which contain all the 
doctrine of our Lord Jesus Christ. ,He is the only leader and head of the church, 
according to all the teachings which He has ever given us. When you read tht 
pamphlet, you will not think any longer eat ths a desire to lead, or any desire 
whatever to become conspicuous or great. in whom I trust, knows my heart 
and my motives, antl all that man cas-say about it matters very little to me. Iam 
old, and because I have.a brother do my writing for me at my dictation, the Herald 
has accused me of ae led by others, saying of the work that I am doing, that they 
are ‘‘ patned to find htm (me) tn any way compromised with others, in such unchristian, 
¢ 5 


v: 


wretched work.” Tet God and the honest in heart judge, as to whether or not I am 
engaged with others in an unchristian, wretched work. Being reviled, I will not 

i return it; being persecuted, I will suffer it. I will say to the brethren that I am being 
led by none but Christ. 

As to my being ‘‘s0 enfeedied in saree fares that 1 can scarcely sign my name 
legibly,” I will say that though I am now past eighty-two years of age, I am in good 
mental and bodily health for one of my years. I had the misfortune, over forty 
years ago, to lose the thumb on my right hand, and since that time I have not been a 
very good writer. 

I regret that the editors of the Herald have resorted to this and other questionable 
means to cry me down, but TRUTH will stand, even if contended for by an aged man 
soon to meet his God; for God is the author of truth. 

' You have left out the date as to when those things were written about John Whit- 
mer, W. W. Phelps and myself to the Millennial Star. I will venture to: say that 
they were written to that’paper by some one in Nauvoo, just prior to the exodus to 
Salt Lake. The idea of Brother John, W. W. Phelps, and myself trying to palm 
ourselves off as Presidents of the Church after we had been cut off. I made this 
matter sufficiently plain in my statements in the letter to the Herald of Feb. 5, 1887, 
and those who desire to doubt my word may have the right and privilege to do so. 
There is no use of repeating it here. In regard to writing letters to Kirtland, Ohio, 
and to the High Council, I repeat what I have formerly stated. Suppose that I had 
signed the letter with Brother Johnand Brother Phelps that you-publish, is there 
anything insulting to the High Council in it? If that letter was written by Brother 
John or Brother Phelps, cne of them may have signed my name to it. Brethren, I 
will tell you this: Beginning in 1835 grievous errors and abominations were practiced 

- by some persons in the church, 1 flave told yuu, but a small portion of what I know 
of my own personal knowledge. I have read some things written from. Nauvoo in the 
church papers and other records which I know are not true. There were some things 
published after Brother Joeeph’s death, claiming to have been written by him, which 

~ F do not betteve Brother Joseph wrote ; and I have told the Elders of the Reorganiza- 
tion 80, when they have been here to see me in years past. I will not mention the — 
items, as Ido not want to multiply words. I hope this circular and the pamphlet 
will be the last testimony that I will be obliged to send forth in the cause of truth. 

Again, you say, ‘‘Hider Whitmer, in defense of hts statement, etc, * * * * 
says a majority signifies nothing. _ He should read the Book of Mormon, to which 
he calls our attention as being the sole standard in the doctrine and organization of the 
church, more before he goes too far.” 

- It grieves me t see that the editors of the. Herald are so blind in understanding 
the Word of God. Of course you know that I was speaking of a majority in the 
church, and in all your references to the Book of Mormon, it is speaking of a majority 
of the people of the nation. The vote of the people-of the nation is a very different 
thing from the of the people of the church. Why could you not sée this ? I will 
give you thepassage you refer me to in your editorial, and let the brethren judge. Any- 


one can see that It refers to the voice of the people, and not the voice of the church 

(Alma i: 7), ‘‘For they knew, that according to their law, that such things (voting fora 

Sait ed by oes mp pple amr bay pated ped atiaey . 
people; therefore, if tt were possiblé that Amlicé should gain the voice of the people, he, 

slag nines anaes would rive them (the church) of their rights and privileges of the 

church, ete., for tt ntent te destroy the Church of God.’ ” There is as much 

difference between -the fwo questions, as there is between the e Btate of Missouri voting 
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for a governor, and the Latter Day Gelnts voting in a church assembly upon a church 
question. 

See also the two other catered which you give (Alma ii: 5, and Mosiah xiii: 3). 
All of them refer to the voice of the people of the nation, and not the voice of the 
church, which is a very different matter. Which was right, Abinidi, or the wholc 
church that was against him? Mormon, or the whole church that was against him ? 
The small church that numbered eight souls in the days of Noah, or the whole world? 

I want to say this to the meek and the humble; and, brethren, remember it! oh, 
remember it! Of course the editors of the Herald may be conscientious, but in their 
blindness, by their wisdom and learning and many words, they are perverting the 
truth. I will give you a plain example of it. They have written several columns to 
prove that Brother Joseph was not persuaded by men; but God says in plain words 
that he was persuaded by men. Now you can choose for yourselves and believe God 
or the editors of the Herald, just as you like. The very time when Brother Joseph 
should have been strongest, while he was translating, God said to him these-words: 
‘« Behold, how oft you have transgressed the commandments and the laws of God, and hare 
gone on in the perauamons of men.” (Sec. 2:3), But te editors of the Herald willnot 
take God’s word for it. This is an example of the way they are perverting the truth 
in their blindness, by their learning and many words. I say I know that Brother 
Joseph was persuaded and led by-Sydney Rigdon for some time. Rigdon became 


Brother Joseph’s most intimate friend and brother after he came into the church,. but 


this close friendship did not last. What you have written to prove that Brother Joseph 
was-not persuaded by Sydney Rigdon, does not prove anything, for Brother Joseph 
was persuaded and influenced by him during their first and intimate acquaintance in 
Ohio~at which time many errors were introduced into the Church of Christ through 
the direct influence of Sydney Rigdon. _If you prefer to be blinded ty the Herald in 
this matter, when God says that Brother J oseph was persuaded by men, I cannot help. 
it. I have performed my duty i in trying to a you the errors in doctrine which you . 
are in. 

I pray to God continually that the brethren will look to Him. only, and to His 
word, snd not to any man for the truth as Christ has given it to us. We have the 
promise that the Holy Ghost will guide us into all truth. Be sure-you have the Holy 
Ghost. If you have any doubt about having it, seek God in fasting and prayer until 
you know you have the Spirit-of God. When a man has the Holy Spirit in his heart, 
he has all prejudice, malice, hatred (towards any one, even an enemy) cast out of his 
heart ; and his heart is filled with the unbounded love of God, which reaches out and 
takes in all men. Remember the words of Christ, ‘‘ Love your enemies,” ‘‘ For tf ye 
love them which love you, what reward have ye?” From a few of the letters I have 
lately -reeei¥ed,_I-can-see that some of the Latter Day Saints count me as their 
enemy, because I have told them the truth in order to bring them out of believing 
some doctrines which Christ never taught, so that they may be established upon the 
two sacred books, and receive much more of the Spirit of God than they now haye. 
I thank my heavenly Father that I can love even those who have writteh me abusive 
letters. 1 pray for them, that they mayin time find out their error and repent. I 
stated in my letter that I loved Brother J oseph and his father. I see from Brother 
Joseph's article, ‘‘ Weighed in the Balance,” that he doubts this. J cannot help it. 
God knows it istrue. Brother Joseph may not be able to understand how it is that I 
love nis father and himself All those who have the love of God — charity — as they 
should have, can understand how it is, and all such persons will believe me; but 
others will not, for they cannot know and understand the things of God. I know it 
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is not natural, but the natural man cannot understand some things of the Spirit of i 
Qod. They are spiritually discerned. | 
You call- me an apostate, and say that an evil spirit has Icd me to preach | 
repentance and reformation to you before I go down to the grave. In this manner 
was Abinidi sent alone of God to preach to the church, when they had all gone into 
crror. But his bretb#en were in blindness, and the great majority of them rejected 
the words of Abinadi, telling him he was of an evil spirit. But the Lord in time i 
brought destruction upon the church for rejecting the words of Abinadi. King Noah | 
had been annointed by his father, who was in authority ; he had many priests around 
him who thought certain they were not in error, and needed no repentance ; they \ 
believed they were the only true and accepted people of God. Why was it they ' 
could not sec and understand ? Because they were in spiritual blindness. I want to 
ask you who is an apostate from the faith, he who stands for the doctrine as Christ ; 
taught it to the ‘‘twelve” at Jerusalem, and the ‘‘ twelve” upon this land, or he who } 
tcaches more or less and establishes it for his doctrine ? , 
May the Lord be with you to puide you into the truth, is my prayer, through the ed 
name of Christ. Amen. . Davip WHITMER. { 
Richmond, Mo., April 1, 1887. 
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the loveliness ofthat divine ideal te deformity gndrtigiiness, and, 
if the fabled pit, with its eatanic prinee bjects have exis- 


ws at the margin through this 


artiele, signifying that there were raps by the invis- 
ible, while the was being written. This is very comnson. 
These rape upon a table entirely separate from 


me and sta distance of three or four feet. I usually give no 
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Tue following narration we took down from the lips of Mar- 
tin Harris, and read the same to him after it was written, that 
we might be certain of giving his statement to the world. We 
made a journey to Ohio for the purpose of obtaining it, in the 
latter part of January, 1859. We did this that the world might 
have a connected account of the origin of Mormonism from the 
lips of one. of the original witnesses, upon whose testimony it 
was first received. For it will be remembered that Martin Har 
ris is one of the three witnesses selected to certify to the facts 
connected with the origin of that revelation. 

Mr. Harris says: “Joseph Smith, jr., found at Palmyra, 
N. Y., on the 99d day of September, 1827, the plates of gold 
upon “which was recorded in Arabic, Chaldaic, Syriac, and — 
Egyptian, the Book of Life, or the Book of Mormon. I was not 
with him at the time, but I had a revelation the summer before, 
that God had a work for me toto. These plates were found at 
the north point of a hill two miles north’of Manehester village. 
Joseph had a stone which was dug from the well of Mason 
Chase, twenty-four feet from the surf In this stone he could 
ees many eae ys. wiehasotooe t- was by means of 
this stone he first discovered these phates. ; 


ee 
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' “In the first place, he told me of this stone, and proposed to 
bind it on his eyes, and ran a race with me in the woods. A- 
few days after this, I was at the house of his father in Manches- 
ter, two miles south of Palmyra village, and was picking my. 
teeth with a pin while sitting on the bars. The pin caught in 
my teeth, and dropped from my fingers into shavings and straw. 
I jumped from the bars and looked for it. Joseph and Northrop 
Sweet,also did the same. Wecould not find it. I then took 
Joseph on surprise, and said to him—I said, ‘Take your stone.’ 
I had never seen it, and did not know that he had it With him. 
He had it in his pocket. He took it and placed it in his hat—the 
old white hat—and placed his face in his hat. I watched him 
closely to sce that he did not look one aide; he reached out his 
hand beyond me on the right, and moved a little stick, and there _ 
I eaw theypin, which he picked up and gave to me. I know he 
did not look out of the hat until after he had picked up 
the pin. 
“J oseph had had this stone for some time. There was a com- 
ny there in that- neighborhood, who were digging for money 
‘supposed to have been hidden by the ancients. Of this com- 
pany were old Mr. Stowel—I think his name was Josiah—also 
old Mr. Keman, aleo Samuel Lawrence, George Proper, Joseph 
Smith, jr., and his father, and his brother Hiram Smith. They 
dug for money in Palmyra, Manchester, also in Pennsylvania, 
and other places. When Joseph found this stone, there was a 
company digging in Harmony, Pa, and they took Joseph to 
look in the stone for them, and he did so for a while, and then 
he told them the enchantment was so strong that he could not 
see, and they gave it up. There he became acquainted with his 
future wife, the daughter of old Mr. Isaac Hale, where he 
boarded. He afterwards retutned to Pennsylvania again, and 
married his wife, taking her off to old Mr. Stowel’s, because 


her people would not congent to the marriage. She was of age, 
Jvseph was not. 

“ After this, on the 22d of. September, 1827, before day, 
Joseph took the horse and wagon of old Mr. Stowel, and taking 
his wife, he went to the place where the plates were concealed, 
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and while he was obtaining them, she kneeled down and prayed. 


He then took the plates and hid them in an old black oak tree 
top which was hollow. Mr. Stowel was at this time at old Mr. 
Smith*’s, digging for money. It was reported by theee moncy- 
diggers, that they had found boxes, but before they could secure 
them, they would sink into the earth. A candid old Presbyte- 
rian told me, that on the Susquehannah. flats he dug down to an 
iron chest, that he scraped the dirt off with his shovel, but had 
nothing with him to open the chest; that he went away to get 
hetp, and when they came to it, it moved away two or three rods 
into the earth, and they could not get it. Thero were a great 
many strange sighta. One time the old log school-house south 


.of Palmyra, was enddenly lighted up, and frightened them away. 


Samuel Lawrence told me that while they were digging, a large 
man who appeared to be eight or nine feet high, came ‘and sat 
on the ridge of the barn, and motioned to them that they must 
leave. They motioned back that they would not; but that they 
afterwards became frightened and did leave. At another time 
while they were digging, a company of horsemen came and 
frightened them away. These things were real to them, I be 
lieve, becanse they were told to me in confidence, and told by 
different ones, and their stories agreed, and they seemed to be 
in earnest—I knew they were in earnest. 

“ Joseph did not dig for these plates. They were > placed in 
this way: four stones were set up and covered with a flat stone, 
oval on the upper aide and flat on the bottom. Beneath this was 
a little platform upon which the plates were laid; and the two 
stones set in a bow of silver by means of which the plates were 
translated, were found underneath the plates. 

+ “These plates were seven inches wide by eight inches in 
length, and were of the thickness of plates of tin; and when 


piled one above the other, they were altogether Bian four . 


inches thick; and they were put togethtr on the back by three 
silver rings, so that they would open like a book. — 

“The two stones set in a bow of silver were about two inches 
in diameter, perfectly round, and about five-eighths of an inch 


thick at the centre; but not so thick at the edges where they 
VOL. v.—12. 
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came into the bow. They were joined by s round ber of silver, 
about three-eighths of an inch in diameter, and about foer inches 
Jong, which, with the two stones, would make eight inches. 

“The stones were white, like polished marble, with a few 
gray streaks. I never dared to look into them by placing them 
in the hat, because Moses said that ‘no man could see God and 
live,’ and we could see anything we wished by looking into them; 
and I could not keep the desire to see God out of my mind. 
And beside, we had a command ¢o0 let no man look into them, ex- 
cept by the command of God, lest he should ‘look aught and periah..’ 

“These plates were usually kept in a cherry box made for 
that purpose, in the posséesion of Joseph and myself. The plates 
were kept from the sight of the world, and no one, save Oliver 
OCowdrey, myself, Joseph Smith, jr., and David Whitmer, ever 
saw them. Before the Lord showed the plates to me, Joseph 
wished me to eee them. But I refused, unless the Lord should 
do it. At one time, before the Lord showed them to me, Jossph 
eaid I should see them. I asked him, why he would break the 
commands of the Lord! --Hé said, you have done 80 much I am 
afraid you will not believe unless you see them. I replied, ‘ Jo- 
seph, I know all about it. The Lord has showed to me ten times 
more about it than you know.’ ”—Here we inquired of Mr. Har- 
ris—How did the Lord show you these things? He replied, “I 
am forbidden to say anything how the Lord showed them to me, 
except that by the power of God I have seen them.” 

Mr. Harris continues: “I hefted the plates many times, and 
should think they weighed forty or fifty pounds. : 

“ When Joseph had obtained the plates, he communicated 
the fact to his father and mother. The plates remained comcealed 
in the tree top until he got the chest made. He then went after 
them and brought them home. While.on his way home with 
the plates, he was met by what appeared to be a man, who de 
manded the plates, and struck him with a club on his side, which 
was all black and blue. Joseph knocked the man down, and 
then ran for home, and was’ much out of breath. When he 
arrived at home, he banded the’ plates In at the window, and 
they were received from him by his mother. They were then 
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hidden under the hearth in his father’s house. But the wall 
being partly down, it was feared that certain ones, who were 
_ trying to get possession of the plates, would get under the house 

and dig a Joseph then took them out, and hid them 
_ Under the old cooper’s shop, by taking up a board and digging 
in the ground and burying them. When they were taken from 
there, they were put into an old Ontario glase-box. Old Mr. 
Beman sawed off the ends, making the box the right length to 
pat them in, and when they went in he said he heard them jink, 
but he was not permitted to sce them. He told me so. 

“The meney-diggers claimed that they had as much right 
to the plates as Joseph had, as they were in company together. 
They claimed that Joseph had been traitor, and had appropri- 
ated to himeclf that which belonged to them. For this reason 
Jéseph was afraid of them, and continued concealing the plates. 
After they had been concealed under the floor of the cooper’s 
shop for a short time, Joseph was warned to remove them. He 
said he was warned by an angel. He took them out and hid them 
up in the chamber of the cooper’s shop among the flags. That 
night some one came, took up the floor, and dug up the earth, 
and would have found the plates had they not been removed. 

“These things had all occurred before I talked with Joseph 
the plates. But I had the account of it from Joseph, 

hie wife, brothers, sisters, his father and mother. I talked with 
‘them separately, that I might get the truth of the matter. The 
first time I heard of the matter, my brother Presarved Harris, 


who hed been in the village of Palmyra, asked me if had heard . 


about Joseph Smith, jr., having a golden bible. My thoughts 
were that the money-diggers had probably dug up an old brass 
kettle, or something of the kind. J thought no more of it. This 
wae about the first of October, 1837. The next day after the 
talk with my brother, I went to the village, and there I was 
asked what I thought of the Gold Bible?. .I replied, The Scrip- 
tare says, He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is 
foolishness unto him. I do not wish to make myself fool. I 
don’t know anything about it, Then said I, what is it about 


Joe's Gold Bible? They then went on to say, that they put | 
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whiskey into the old man’s cider and got him half drunk, and 
he told them all about it. They then repeated his account, 


- which I found afterwards to agree substantially with the account 


given by Joseph. Then said I to them, how do you know that 
he has not got such gold plates? They replied, ‘Damn him! 
angels appear to men in this enlightened age! Damn him, he 
ought to be tarred and feathered for telling such a damned lie!’ 
Then I said, suppose he has told a lie, as old Tom Jefferson said, 
it did matter to him whether a man believed in one god or 
twenty. It-did not rob his pocket, nor break hia shins. What 
is it to us if he has told a lie? He has it to answer for ff he has lied. 
If you should tar and feather all the liars, you would soon be 
out of funds to purchase the material. ; 

“T then thought of the words of Christ, The kingdom divided 
against itself cannot stand. I knew they were of the devil’s 


kingdom, and if that is of the devil, his kingdom is divided 


against itself. I said in my heart, this is something besides 
smoke. There is come fire at the bottom of it. I then deter- 
mined to go and see Joseph as soon as I could find time. 

“A day or so before I was ready to visit Joseph, his mother 


came over to our house and wished to talk with me. I told her 


I had no time to spare, she might talk with my wife, and, in the 
evening when I had finished my work I wofld talk with her. 
When she commenced talking with me, she told me respecting 
his bringing home the plates, and many other things, and said 
that Joseph had sent her over and wished me to come and see 
him. I told her that I had a time appointed when I would go, 
and that when the time came I should then go, but I did-not tell 
her when it was. I sent my boy to harness my horse and take 
her home. She wished my wife and daughter to go with her; 
and they went and spent most of the day. When they came 
home, I questioned them about them. My daughter said, they 
were about as much as she could lift. They were now in the 


gises-box, and my wife said they were very heavy. They both —- 
— lifted them. I waited « day or two, when I got up in the morn- 


ing, todk my breakfast, and told my folks I was going to the 


__ Willage, but went directly to old Mr. Smith’s. I found that Joseph 


~ 
rs 1 
= roa he == 


m6 eS te. 
snl atlde oid Hard me mid 
hpil cad oct 12 qe ruvwuaun a 2 pal = 


« Zoo Bios ane pull « od) tis 


Ade ? ‘ 
‘hivly qvolgald ot aed 


ey 


hy ee : 


i i aly Di 


Hye cy7ce & j 
, 
wie) 2 ; 
7 ’ ’ 
° 
‘= e & 4 => 
U 
J aie J 
4 bal 
Ww Yee 
Le a! 
j ‘ 
5 
’ ay ieee 
x 
i 
4 
Ad 
¢ 
i 
} 
: ’ 
n q &e/ 


MORMONIB8M. 169 


had gone away to work for Peter Ingersol to get some flour. I 
was glad he was abgent, for that gave me an opportunity of talk- 
ing with his wife and the family about the plates. I talked with 
them separately, to see if their stories agreed, and I found they 
did agree. When Joseph came home I did not wish him tc 
know that I had been talking with them, so I took him by the 
arm and led him away from the rest, and requested him to tell 
me the story, which he did as follows. Te said: ‘ An angel had 
appeared to him, and told him it was God’s work.’” Here Mr. 
Harris seemed to wander from the subject, when we requested 
him to continue and tell what Joseph then said. He replied, 
“ Joseph had before this described the manner of his finding the 
plates. He found them by looking in the stone found in the 
well of Mason Chase. The family had likewise~tolf me the 
same thing. ) 

“ Joseph said the angel told him he must quit the company 
of the money-diggers. That there were wicked men among them. 
He must have no more to do with them. He must not lie, nor 
swear, nor steal. He told him to go and look in the spectacles, 
and he would show him the man that would assist him. That 
he did go, and he saw myself, Martin Harris, standing before 


him. That struck me with surprise. I told him 1 wished him 


to be very careful about these things. - ‘ Well,’ said he, ‘I saw 
you standing before me as plainly as I do now,’ I said, if it is 
the devil’s work I-will have nothing to do with it; but if it is 
the Lord’s, you can have all the money necessary to bring it 
before the world. He said the angel told him, that the plates 
raust be translated, printed and sent before the world. I said, 
Joseph, you know my doctrine, that cursed is every one that 
putteth his trust in man, and maketh flesh his arm; and we 
know that the devil is to have great power in the latter days to 
deceive if possible the very elect; and I don’t know that you 
are one of the elect. Now you must not blame me for not tak- 
ing your word. If the Lord will show me that it is his work, 


you can have all the money you -want. 4 


“While at Mr. Smith’s I hefted the plates, and I knew from 
the heft that they were lead or gold, and I knew that Joseph 
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had not credit enough to buy #0 much lead. I left Mr. Smith’s 
about eleven o’cloek and went home. I retired to my bedroom 
and prayed God to show me concerning these things, and I cove- 
nanted that if it was his work and he would show me ao, I would 
put forth my best ability to bring it before the world. He thea 
showed me that it was his work, and that it was designed to 
in the fullness of his gospel to the gentiles to fulfill his 
ee eae shall be last and the last first. He showed 
e by the still small voice spoken in the soul. Then I 


was satisfied that it was the Lord’s work, and I was under a 


covenant to bring it forth. “i 
“The excitement in the village upon the subject had become 


such that some had threatened to mob Joseph, and also to tar 
and feather him. They said he should never leave until he had, 


shown the plates. It was unsafe for him to remain, so I deter- 
mined that he must go to his father-in-law’s in Pennsylvania. 
He wrote to his brother-in-law Alvah Hale, requesting him to 
come for him. I advised Joseph that he must pay all his debts 
before starting. 1 paid them for him, and furnished him money 


for his journey. I advised him to take time enough to get ready, 


eo that he might start a day-or two in advance: for he would be 
mobbed if it was known when he started. We put the box of 
plates into a barrel about one-third full of beans and headed it 
up. I informed Mr. Hale of the matter, and advised them to 
cat each a good cudgel and put into the wagon with them, which 
they did. It was understood that they were to start on Monday ; 
but théy started on Saturday night and got through safe. This 
was the last of October, 1837. It might have been the first of 
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